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Happy New Year to IOSH South West Branch members. The previous Newsletter provided a 

summary of the May, June and July 2017 IOSH South West Branch events. As usual there was no 

meeting in August, but events were held in September, October and December. Unfortunately, the 

event planned for November 2017 was cancelled due to unavailability of the speaker. Details of the 

events held and those planned are included in this edition of the Newsletter. 

 

When the new IOSH Strategy was 

launched, 2022 seemed a long 

way off but a year closer now. 

This is a good opportunity to 

remind IOSH members of the 

Work 2022 Strategy. The three 

pillars of the Strategy are pictured 

here. All our Branch events 

support the first pillar, helping to 

develop competence by providing 

CPD opportunities at each of our 

Branch meetings. Don’t forget to 

fill in your CPD record on the 

MyIOSH web site regularly. You 

can also use IOSH Blueprint to 

identify your development needs. 

 

The Committee invites members to bring guests to our Branch meetings. If those guests are 

interested in joining IOSH, please discuss this with one of the Committee members at our Branch 

meetings where we will be happy to talk them through the route to membership. 

 

The IOSH South West Branch event held at Boringdon Park Golf Club in Plymouth on 12th 

September 2017, which included presentations on aspects of fire safety, attracted one of the 

highest number of attendees on record. Whilst we catered for ninety based on numbers who had 

pre-booked, it was evident that many more turned up on the day. All are reminded to notify the 



Programme Coordinator by e-mail of intention to attend any of our meetings. Details of all our past 

events are summarised on the web site, together with presentations where these have been 

supplied by the speaker. 

 

https://www.iosh.co.uk/Membership/Our-membership-network/Our-Branches/South-West-

Branch/Branch-events/Past-events.aspx 

 

In October Nigel Lyons and Dale Collins of Browne Jacobson LLP delivered presentations on 

learning lessons from serious agricultural and forestry accidents and investigations. When Nigel 

asked for a show of hands for those involved in forestry or agriculture there were none. However, it 

quickly transpired that vehicles and machinery were the most common cause for accidents in the 

industry, which has relevance to many sectors outside the forestry and agricultural industries. 

Accidents involving farm animals was a somewhat more specialised area covered in the talk. 

 

In December Commodore David Bartlett delivered a talk on 

H&S in a military environment. David explained how H&S 

was considered more mature in the aviation sector of the 

military and how lessons were being used to transform other 

aspects of safety management in the surface and submarine 

fleets. The Maritime Safety Strategy employed the Parker & 

Hudson Safety Culture maturity model to measure 

improvements as the transformation programme develops. 

Historically important safety decisions were left in the hands 

of relatively junior officers, but the new duty holder model 

ensures that risks are now signed off at an appropriate rank. 

This removes ‘plausibly deniability’ and senior staff are held 

accountable for their decisions, which should result in better 

decisions and improved safety performance. 

 

Events remaining in the 2017-18 programme are: 

• 16 January From traditional-based safety to cultural safety Kevin Hard, RyderMarsh OCAID. 

• 14 February HSE priorities in the South West, speaker TBC. 

• 14 March Noise in the workplace, Gill Cussons. 

• 18 April AGM, including a legal update Jon Cooper, Bond Dickinson LLC. 

• 16 May ISO 45001 Paul Munday, LRQA 

 

Regards, 

 

The IOSH South West Branch Committee 
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